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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


1. General 


The Abortion Act 1967, which came into effect on 27th April 1968, permits termination 
of pregnancy by a registered medical practitioner subject to certain conditions. 
Regulations made under the Act (The Abortion Regulations 1968, Statutory Instrument 1968 
No.390 as amended by 1969 No.636, in relation to England and Wales) require any such 
termination to be notified within seven days, in a form prescribed in Schedule 2 of the 
principal Regulations, to the Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Health and 
Social Security or to the Chief Medical Officer of the Welsh Office, according to where 
the termination takes place. By arrangement the Office of Population Censuses and 
Surveys undertakes the statistical processing and analysis of the notification forms. 
This supplement to the Registrar General's Statistical Review gives some statistics 
derived from them for England and Wales for 1972. The following paragraphs set out the 
background to these statistics and the definitions used in compiling them. 


2. Conditions of the Act 
A legally induced abortion must be 


(a) performed by a registered medical practitioner, 


(b) performed, except in emergency, in a National Health Service Hospital or in a 
place for the time being approved for the purpose of the Act, 


(c) certified by two registered medical practitioners as necessary on one or other 
of the grounds; 


1. the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the 
pregnant woman greater than if the pregnancy were terminated, 

2. the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk of injury to the 
physical or mental health of the pregnant woman greater than if the 
pregnancy were terminated, 

5. the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk of injury to the 
physical or mental health of any existing children of the family 
greater than if the pregnancy were terminated, 

4, there is a substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer 
from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped, 

or in emergency cases, certified by the operating practitioner as immediately 
necessary- 

5. to save the life of the pregnant woman, or 

6. to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the 
pregnant woman. 


The above numbering of the grounds for termination appears in the notification form 
itself, and is used for brevity in the tables. Combinations of grounds are not 
infrequently recorded, and the tabulations distinguish two such: 2 and 4 together, and 
3 with any others (usually 2 and/or 4). Where ground 1 is stated with any other, the 
case is treated as ground 1. 


The Act provides that in relation to grounds numbered above as 2 and 3 the 
certifying practitioner may take account of the pregnant woman's actual or reasonably 
foreseeable environment. 


3. Scope of data 


The figures in the main tables are derived from notification forms received during 
1972 and up to the end of January 1973 relating to legally induced abortions which took 
place in England and Wales in 1972. 


The relative categories of the International Classification of Diseases, Injuries, 
and Causes of Death, 8th Revision (1965) are those numbered 640 (abortion induced for 
medical indications) and 641 (abortion induced for other legal indications). 


In table headings, 'All cases' signifies all terminations taking place in England 
and Wales, whatever the country of the woman's usual residence. 

Tables 2, 4B, 5, 7-12, 14 and 16-22, however, being primarily of demographic 
rather than medical interest, exclude abortions of women whose usual residence was 
stated to be outside England and Wales. These are shown separately in Table 15. 


4. Rates 


Tables 2A, B and C, give annual abortion rates for England and Wales as a whole, for 
standard regions, area aggregates and hospital regions according to the declared usual 
residence of the woman. The denominator is the estimated population of women in the age 
range 15-49 at mid 1972. The marital status categories used in the denominator do not 
coincide with those used for the abortions. In the former, separated women are counted 
as married, whereas in the latter they are included with the divorced and widowed 
women. (See note 6). As population estimates by marital status far regions are not 
available, regional rates are age-specific only. 


5. Place of Termination (type of premises) 


Except in emergency, abortion operations must be carried out in N.H.S. hospitals, in 
certain approved Services' hospitals, or in other premises specifically approved by the 
Secretary of State. At the end of 1972 there were 55 such approved places and 13 
approved Services' hospitals. In the tables these latter hospitals are included under 
the heading 'Other Places’, 


In 1972 one operation was recorded as having been performed, as an emergency, in a 
place other than those in the three categories of premises mentioned. 


6. Age and Marital status 


The notification form asks for the woman's date of birth and the age tabulated is 
that at the last birthday before the operation. The categories of marital status 
distinguished on the notification form are (a) single (by married (c) widowed (d) divorced 
or separated. Except in Tables 8, 14 and 15(ii), the relatively small categories (c) and 
(d) are combined for tabulation purposes. This classification differs from that used for 
measuring the population estimates. (See note 4). 


7. Parity 


The form requires the number of the woman's previous (a) live births (b) stillbirths 
(c) abortions to be stated. In Tables 7, 9 and 10 analysis is by the number of previous 
live births, and in Tables 5 and 16C(i) by the number of live and stillbirths together. 
Answers under (c) are probably incomplete. 


8. Previous Abortion under the Act 


A question on the form about the date of the last termination of pregnancy under the 
Act enables cases of previous therapeutic abortion since 27th April 1968, to be identified. 
These are shown in Table 16C(iii) by the woman's age and hospital region of residence. 


9, Method of Termination 


Five main operative methods are listed on the form, with provision for specifying any 
other method. Where more than one is used, in Tables 1A(v), 13 and 16C(iv) the case is 
classified under the major operation. 


10. Gestation period 


The form provides for a statement of the date of the last menstrual period as well as 
the date of operation. In accordance with international convention the gestation period 
is calculated as the number of completed weeks between these two dates. Where the 1.m.p. 
is stated vaguely, for example as in ‘early April' or 'third week in June', a guessed 
single date is inserted, such as 7th April and 22nd June. When no date is stated for a 
case it is included in the 'not stated' category. 


vi 


11, Duration of stay 


Duration of stay in hospital or approved place is tabulated as the interval in days 
between date of admission and date of discharge (the latter actual or expected). An 
interval of O days means admission and discharge on the same date. As notification 
forms should be Completed and forwarded within seven days of operation, the tabulated 
durations are limited at the upper end to '7 days and over'. A date of discharge was 
not stated and could not be inferred in 7.7% of cases resident in England and Wales. 


12. Region of operation 


Hospitals and approved places are Classified to the hospital region in which they 
are situated, except that London teaching hospitals are shown as a separate group. 
The composition of hospital regions in terms of entire local government areas is set 
out in the Registrar General's Statistical Review from year to year, e.g. the 1971 
volume, Part II, pages xxx-xxxiii. 


13. Area of residence 


Tables 2, 15, 16, 17 and 18 are derived from the statement of the woman's usual 
address. In so far as temporary residence in England and Wales may sometimes be stated, 
instead of the true usual residence, figures in Table 15 may be incomplete. Table 17 is 
limited to standard regions, hospital regions, conurbations, aggregates of types of 
area and local government areas with a resident population of 100,000 and over, 

Figures for smaller areas are not provided in the interests of preserving confidentiality. 


The composition of standard regions and conurbations is set out in the Registrar 
General's Statistical Review from year to year, e.g. the 1971 volume, Part II, 
pages xiv-xvii. 


14, Sterilisation 


Tables 4B, 10 and 11B provide analyses of cases where sterilisation accompanied the 
abortion operation, and Tables 16B and 16C(vi) give some additional figures for regions. 
Where no answer was provided to the question, it waS assumed that sterilisation was not 
performed unless the nature of the operation implied the opposite; all women who were 
stated to have had hysterectomy have been counted among those sterilised. 


15. Occupation 


The form asks for the woman's occupation, or that of her husband if she is married. 
Unfortunately, the information provided under this heading is often incomplete or too 
vague or general to permit satisfactory classification. However, in view of the 
sociological interest, an attempt has been made to analyse the data in terms of groups 
of occupations, whether of the woman or her husband, which correspond (to some extent) 
with conventional social classes used in various of the Registrar General's 
publications. Since, however, assessment of job status is not always possible, the 
classification is not strictly that of social class. These groups of occupations, 
presented in Tables 8, 9, 10, 11, 18, 20 and 21 are: 


Professional: e.g. doctors, architects, lecturers. 

Intermediate: e.g. nurses, sales managers, entertainers. 

Skilled: e.g. secretaries, salesmen, hairdressers. 

Semi-skilled: e.g. waitresses, farm workers, telephonists. 

Unskilled: e.g. kitchen hands, dock labourers, window cleaners. 

Not classified: e.g. students, housewives, members of the armed forces, 


occupations inadequately described or not stated, 
unemployed. 
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16. Existing children 


Tables 11A and B analyse the data according to the number of existing children living 
in the woman's family. This is defined on the form as a woman's natural children and any 
adopted, foster or step-children up to the age of 16 years living with her. 


17. Medical grounds 


Questions 11(a) and (b) on the notification form ask about the medical condition of 
the woman in terms of any obstetric or non-obstetric disease found or reported and any 
suspected medical condition of the foetus. The answers are coded according to the 
International Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, 8th Revision 
(1965), slightly adapted to the context of abortions. In particular, Category 307 
(Transitional situational disturbances) is used as a residual group and includes 
general and miscellaneous terms and vague references to the mental state of the 
pregnant woman, e.g. mental health (risk to), mental illness (risk of), attempted suicide 
or tendency to suicide. Also included are disorders not specified as psychotic associated 
with other or unspecified physical conditions, which would otherwise be included in 
ICD 509.9. Two codes outside the range of the ICD 649 and 669, have been added to 
accommodate certain reported conditions, as described in Table 19. The large variety of 
medical conditions reported are aggregated into significant groups of the International 
Classification (ICD) code numbers and presented in Table 19, This shows numbers of 
conditions and not numbers of cases. 


18. Environmental and other conditions (non-medical ) 


Question 11(c) on the notification form asks about non-medical grounds for 
termination, pursuant to the statutory provision that certifying practitioners may take 
account of 'the pregnant woman's actual or reasonably foreseeable environment! in 
relation to statutory grounds 2 and 3. Apart from some cases where question 11(c) was 
mistakenly answered by a reference back to the statutory grounds already stated, twenty- 
nine per cent (30,976) of all cases included some information about social conditions. 
These were cited in most cases in addition to medical reasons. The reasons, as the 
practitioner has seen fit to record them, have been classified to broad social 
groupings which have been used in the analysis shown in Table 12. Where more than one 
condition was stated an arbitrary order of priority was used for selecting the 
condition to be tabulated. 


19, Complications or death 


The question under this heading relates to the occurrence of complications or death 
prior to notification of an abortion. Notification should be made within seven days and 
the notifying doctor may not hear of complications or death occurring after the patient 
has been discharged from the place of operation. Data available from answers to this 
question will, from time to time, be analysed and discussed and published in medical 
journals. 


Deaths recorded on the forms totalled 15, including one woman who was not normally 
resident in England or Wales. On reference to the death certificate in each case it was 
found that the certifying practitioner or coroner had not necessarily attributed cause of 
death to the abortion operation but sometimes to the illness which was considered the 
underlying cause of death. Of the 14 deaths of resident women, in 10 cases abortion was 
shown to be the underlying cause, whilst in the remaining 4 death was attributed to 
other conditions. The method of termination, period of gestation and age at death are 
presented in Table 22, 
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TABLES 


TABLE 1A, Legally induced abortions by age of woman and:- 
(SUMMARY) (i) marital status 
Ne type of premises 
iii) statutory grounds 
iv) pincers ae weeks England and Wales, 1972 


v) type of operation 


All cases 


45 
Under 16 16-19 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 and over 
159, 884 } 3,220 | 29,080 | 42,512 31,163 24,478 18,159 8,016 | eee | 
















All ages | 
| 
| 






All legally induced abortions 


(i) Maritat status 










ingle 1,118 
Married Lae 
Widowed, divorced 
or separated 245 
Not stated 5 

(ii) Type of premises 

NHS hospitals 57 ,O86 Ra a 
Approved places 102, 417 1, On 
Other places 381 12 






(iii) Statutory grounds* 
x 


3,880 39 387 966 743 689 606 339 41 70 

2 120 ,668 3,201 27,706 36,159 21,422 14,543 10,548 4,837 395 1,857 

3 4,363 13 150 762 1,151 1,076 802 330 a | 16 

4 1,174 8 97 284 384 199 115 53 9 25 

5 10 ae 2 ie 3 = = Ke) = = 

6 15 a 1 4 4 1 ie 1 = = 

2 with 4 1,168 7 66 215 249 220 169 148 33 2a 

3 with others 28,606 40 641 4,120 tase hey 7,750 O,9LT 2,505 190 446 


(iv) Gestation weekst 








Under 9 weeks 525 
9 and under 13 weeks eRe yo RE 
13 weeks and over 483 


Not stated 






(v) Type of operation 


Hysterotomy - abdominal 8,098 242 686 1,018 1,546 1,834 1,678 912 94 118 
Hysterotomy - vaginal 213 6 AA, 30 44 49 38 18 = 6 
Hysterectomy 892 2 peal 26 87 193 280 269 31 25 
Vacuum aspiration 67 , 970 1,598 12; 169 17,431 13,455 10,339 7,641 Dig Oak 250 Leto 
Dilatation 64,849 L063 athe BS at 18,990 12,640 9,471 6,765 rage Wf 262 915 
Other types of termination 2,785 197 829 762 461 254 134 93 10 45 


Multiple methods, including 
Not stated 15,077 242 2,807 4,255 2,930 2,008 1,623 626 48 208 


* For statutory grounds see page v- 
+t For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 


England an 
TABLE 1B, Legally induced abortions, Quarterly and annual notifications; annual occurrences for residents of Wales 
(SERIAL) England and Wales and non-residents by type of premises; rates per 1,000 women ages 15-44 (residents) 1968-1972 


Notifications received 










Occurrences reported 


















| Non- Rates per 
Year Quarter | Residents residents 1,000 women 
Total Total | 15-44 
(residents) 
2nd 3rd 






In NHS Non In NHS Non 
1st 4th Hospital NHS Hospital NHS 



































(a mere 22,256 23,641 3.46 
1969 54,157 54,819 5.26 
1970 83,851 86,565 7.97 
1971 126,774 126,777 10.03* 
1972 156,714 | 159,884 11.47 






* Based on revised population figure for 1971. 


England and Wales, 1972 


TABLE 2A, Legally induced abortions by age and marital 
status, with rates per 1,000 women Cases resident in England and Wale 


























Marital status Under 15 45 


and over* 


Not 
stated 


Total 
15 and overt 


Numbers 


All 17,832 474 1,889 107,874 
Married 14,934 423 850 46,894 
Single 790 9 841 50, 424 
Widowed 314 12 15 Tire 
Divorced/separated 1,768 30 180 9,755 


Unknown 26 - S 79 








Rates+t 










All gle ee | ks at 
Single 18.10 17.36 
Married/widowed/divorced/separated 8.44 7-01 


* Rates per 1,000 women aged 45-49, 
+ Including age not stated. 
+ Cases of unknown marital status are distributed proportionately. 


England and Wales, standard regions, Wales, 
conurbations, urban and rural aggregates 





TABLE 2B. Legally induced abortions by age and 1972 
area of residence, with rates per 1,000 women Cases resident in England and Wales 
Numbers 
ENGLAND AND WALES 108 , 565 2,804) 21,786 | 26,908) 36,872 17 , 832 474 1,889 105,761 
Standard regions: 
North 5,895 153 a eG 3 rat 1,996 alee lis] = 24 76 5,742 
Yorkshire and Humberside welao 254 + men 14,596 2,462 so APE ST S| 42 109 7,471 
North West 11,878 304 2,425 2,872 53.955 2,098 63 163 11,574 
East Midlands 5, 833 199 1,249 tae 1,968 2,094 33 72 5,634 
West Midlands 11,486 340 2,618 2,671 3,677 1,926 46 208 11,146 
East Anglia 2,879 91 639 596 961 513 13 66 2,788 
South East 50, 370 1,073 9,266 135,913 Lt eo) 7,186 189 T5017 49,291 
South West 7,277 265 1,566 1,646 2,324 1,303 30 143 7,012 
Wales 5,222 119 1,076 sie lel 1,822 976 34 35 5,105 
Urban and rural aggregates: 
Conurbations 47 ,696 985 8,663 13,798 16,431 652215 169 935 46,711 
Areas outside conurbations: 
Urban areas with populations 
of 100,000 and over 13,983 395 3,100 3,468 4,532 eo, 020 64 214 13,588 
Urban areas with populations 
of 50,000 and under 100,000 10 , 422 309 2,007 2,441 3,434 1,724 50 157 107,119 
Urban areas with populations 
under 50,000 20,195 611 4,389 4,170 6,788 3,820 91 326 19,584 
Rural districts 16 , 269 504 S,0a7 3,031 5,687 5,563 100 257 15,765 
Rates 
ENGLAND AND WALES - - 13-26 15-33 11-73 6-33 0-31 = 9-71 
Standard regions: 
North - - 10-42 10-76 9°95 6-15 0-23 = 7-84 
Yorkshire and Humberside - - 10-56 9-49 8°25 5-60 0-28 = 7-08 
North West - - 10-63 12-15 9°45 5-50 0-30 = 7°85 
East Midlands - - 10-97 10-12 8-83 Hoa 0-31 = 7-40 
West Midlands = = 14-93 14-74 10-77 6-41 0-28 = 9-60 
East Anglia = ~ 11-58 9°82 8-74 5-52 0-26 = 7-49 
South East - = 16-32 21-22 15-36 7215 0-35 = 12-56 
South West - = 12-24 12-88 9°97 6-15 0-26 * 8-57 
Wales - = 11°37 12-77 10-91 6-29 0-39 = 8-56 
Urban and rural aggregates: 
Conurbations - = 16-20 22-50 16-13 7-40 0+33 - 13-04 
Areas outside conurbations: 
Urban areas with populations 
of 100,000 and over = = 13-69 14-26 11-76 6-22 0-31 a 9-61 
Urban areas with populations 
of 50,000 and under 100,000 = * 13-79 135¢77 11-37 6-14 0°32 - 9°35 
Urban areas with populations 
under 50,000 - - 12-00 11-04 9°56 6-05 0°27 = 8-08 
Rural districts = - 9-52 8-80 7°81 5-22 0-31 - 6-59 


* Rates per 1,000 women aged 15-19. 
t Rates per 1,000 women aged 45-49. 
+ Rates per 1,000 women aged 15-49. Not stated ages included. 


England and Wales, hospital regions 197 
TABLE 2C, Legally induced abortions by age and 


area of residence, with rates per 1,000 women Cases resident in England and Wales 












45 Not Total 16 
Numbers 
ENGLAND AND WALES 108, 565 2,804 | 21,786 | 26,908 | 36,872 | 17,832 474 1,889 105,761 
Hospital regions: 
Newcastle 5,549 149 57 1,160 1,868 1,142 24 69 5,400 
Leeds 5,117 151 1,166 1,082 1,603 4-011 21 83 4,966 
Sheffield 7,872 279 1,674 1,620 2,640 ee 46 91 7,593 
East Anglian 3,039 97 677 632 ae Ode 539 14 68 2,942 
North West Metropolitan 16,049 264 2,571 4,804 5,791 2,148 61 410 15,785 
North East Metropolitan 8,520 TS} 1,695 2,041 3,003 1,388 35 185 8,347 
South East Metropolitan 8, 866 248 a Nit hs ea 2,208 3,087 Looe it 162 8,618 
South West Metropolitan 11,198 194 1,941 3,561 3,956 15355 oS 178 11,004 
Wessex 3,543 132 790 785 a Nelly 583 136) 63 5,404. 
Oxford 3,840 126 846 839 1,269 700 18 42 3,714 
South Western 6, 330 228 PT OGS 1,450 2,005 It25 29 128 6,102 
Welsh 5,222 119 1,076 she By fl 1812 976 34 35 5,103 
Birmingham 11, 486 340 2,618 Ae Gila 3,677 1,926 46 208 11,146 
Manchester 7,968 219 1,617 1,896 2,673 1,420 39 104 7,749 
Liverpool 3, 966 85 821 988 1,300 685 24 63 3,881 
Rates 
ENGLAND AND WALES - - 13.26 15.33 11.73 6.33 0.31 - 9.71 
Hospital regions: 
Newcastle - - 10.38 10.94 10.07 6-33 0.25 = 7-95 
Leeds - - 10.66 9.62 8.14 5.47 0.21 - 7-05 
Sheffield - = 10.66 9295 8.76 5.63 0.31 - ena 
East Anglian - - 11.67 9.94 8.73 5.32 0.27 = 7-52 
North West Metropolitan - - 18.36 27.64 19.30 8.47 0.45 - 15.76 
North East Metropolitan - - 15.98 16.90 13.96 7-16 0.33 - al Weare 
South East Metropolitan ~ - 16.04 18252 14.43 6.91 0555 - 443257 
South West Metropolitan - - 17.87 26.73 17399 7-03 0.32 - 14.56 
Wessex - - 11.48 10.98 8.98 5-03 0.21 = 7-60 
Oxford - - 12.48 fs Bae 8.96 5.93 0.30 - 8.06 
South Western - - 12.85 13.58 10.34 6.36 0.29 - 8.93 
Welsh - - 1S 12.77 10.91 6.29 0.39 - 8.56 
Birmingham - - 14.93 14.74 10.77 6.41 0.28 - 9.60 
Manchester - - 10.89 11.88 9.39 5.55 0.27 = 7.81 
Liverpool - - 10.05 12.59 9.50 5-32 0.35 = 7-85 


* Rates per 1,000 women aged 15-19. 
+t Rates per 1,000 women aged 45-49. 
+ Rates per 1,000 women aged 15-49. Not stated ages included. 


TABLE 3, Legally induced abortions by age, 
type of premises and marital status 






Type of premises 
and 
marital status 





All premises 






All ages 





Under 16 


16-19 
































England and Wales, 1972 


All cases 


stated 


















Total 159, 884 2,491 
Single 17,293 1,118 
Married 69, 327 1,123 
Widowed/divorced/separated 13,169 245 
Not stated 95 5 
NHS hospitals 
Total 57 ,086 1,129 
Single 20,904 425 
Married 30 ,007 584 
Widowed /divorced /separated 6,115 118 
Not stated 60 2 
Approved places 
Total 102,417 1,350 
Single 56,268 688 
Married 39,072 533 
Widowed /divorced/separated 7,042 126 
Not stated 35 5 
Other places 
Total 12 
Single 5S 
Married 6 
Widowed /divorced/separated al 
Not stated - 











England and Wales, 1972 





TABLE 4A. Legally induced abortions by age, 


statutory grounds and marital status All cases 






Statutory 
grounds* 






Total 




































































Not 
stated 








Single 30 

1 Married 36 
Widowed/divorced/separated 4 

Not stated he 

Total 1,857 

Single 1,038 

2 Married 665 
Widowed/divorced/separated, 149 

Not stated te) 

Total 72 

Single 7 

3 Married 52 
Widowed/divorced/separated 13 

Not stated * 

Total 25 

Single 3 

4 Married 20 
Widowed/divorced/separated 2 

Not stated a 

Total = 

Single - 

Ss Married ad 
Widowed/divorced/separated - 

Not stated = 

Total _ 

Single - 

6 Married = 
Widowed/divorced/separated - 

Not stated ~ 

Total 21 

Single 4 

2 with 4] Married 14 
Widowed/divorced/separated fe 

Not stated * 

Total 446 

Single 36 

3 with Married 336 
others Widowed/divorced/separated 74 





Not stated 


* For statutory grounds see page v. 









TABLE 4B, Legally induced abortions by statutory grounds, gestation weeks England and Wales, 1972 
and type of premises, with and without sterilisation Cases resident in England and Wales 


Gestation weekst 





Statutory | Type of premises Total 


grounds* Under 24 and] Not 
9 10 1:14, 12 13 14 15 16 17-19 | 20-23 over | stated 





Total NHS 
Sterilised eho tae 924 617 33 445 
Not sterilised 5,281 | 3,182 |1,772 |1,122 64 | 1,294 
Non NHS 
Sterilised 29 18 24 17 - 9 
Not sterilised 5,392 | 3,686 | 2,210 |1,357 40 705 
1 NHS 
Sterilised 67 ao 34 SL 3 19 
Not sterilised 1S 49 eT 13 = 25 
Non NHS 
Sterilised i - 2 2 - - 
Not sterilised 41 28 19 9 - 5 
2 NHS 
Sterilised 956 728 530 356 19 Lo 
Not sterilised 4,122 | 2,471 | 1,366 873 a4 975 
Non NHS 
Sterilised 21 10 17 Le ~ 8 
Not sterilised Be oo Ot Ooty BOO a 2! OO iF f 550 
5 NHS 
Sterilised 189 158 86 65 5 34 
Not sterilised 294 178 103 5a 4 68 
Non NHS 
Sterilised 2 - 1 - - - 
Not sterilised SL ao 6 oD ~ nt 
4 NHS 
Sterilised 26 23 16 10 - 11 
Not sterilised 96 63 43 Po} 2 28 
Non NHS 
Sterilised - - - - - - 
Not sterilised Es 2 - al - - 
= NHS 
Sterilised - ah - - - - 
Not sterilised - - 2 - 3 2 
Non NHS 
Sterilised - - - - - - 
Not sterilised = - = = = = 
6 NHS 
Sterilised - - ~ ~ = 
Not sterilised - L - - rT ves 
Non NHS 
Sterilised = = = = = = 
Not sterilised = = = = a = 
2 and 4 NHS 
Sterilised 28 22 14 13 - 10 
Not sterilised 43 34 2a 14 - 12 
Non NHS 
Sterilised 1 - = b = * 
Not sterilised 14 18 7 4 - 4 
3 with NHS 
others Sterilised 453 340 241 142 8 114 
Not sterilised 651 386 208 138 5 182 
Non NHS 
Sterilised 4 8 4 2 - - 
Not sterilised 832 547 328 188 3 135 





* For statutory grounds see page v. 
+ For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 


TABLE 5. Legally induced abortions by age, number of 
previous live and still born children and marital status 


All ages|| Under 16 16-19 


Previous live and 
still born children 


9 and over 


Not stated 


Marital status 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed /divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed /divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed/divorced /separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed/divorced /separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowea/divorced/separated 
Not stated 


Total 

Single 

Married 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Not stated 





te toe i 


RPP 





England and Wales, 1972 


Cases resident in England and Wales 


stated 
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England and Walés, 1972 
TABLE 6. Legally induced abortions by age, 


gestation weeks and marital status j ‘ All cases 
Gestation weeks* 45 Not 
and All ages}} Under 16 16-19 20-24 20-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 and over stated 


marital status 





Under 9 weeks 

















Total 158 523 
Single 5 227 
Married 139 255 
Widowed /divorced/separated 14 43 
Not stated = as 
9 and under 13 weeks 
Total 363 1,331 
Single 14 582 
Married Seat 612 
Widowed /divorced/separated 28 134 
Not stated = 3 
13 weeks and over 
Total 159 483 
Single 6 rail | 
Married 136 178 
Widowed Aivorced /separated slg 48 
Not stated = é 
Not stated 
Total 15 154 
Single = ae 
Married he 80 
Widowed Aivorced Aeparated 2 20 
Not stated a 2 





* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 


England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 7A, Legally induced abortions: all women 


by number of previous live born children and by age Cases resident in England and Wales 


Number of previous live born children 


Age 


All ages 


Yunwrr i 


Under 20 


20-24 


NPirPt 


49 and over 


Not stated 20 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 7B. Legally induced abortions: married 
women by number of previous live born children and by age Cases resident in England and Wales 


Number of previous live born children 


Age Total 
7 and Not 
over stated 


143 


NE 
anrnaoan 


w 
woo iu~@ 


NOriprpit 


45-48 


49 and over 


Not stated 14 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 7C, Legally induced abortions: single 
women by number of previous live born children and by age Cases resident in England and Wales 


| 
Number of previous live born children 


Age Total 
1 2 3 5 7 and Not 
over stated 
295 | 114 47 22 10 
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Nr Por Ww 
NMPUW IR 
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48 
45-48 


49 and over 


Not stated 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 8, Legally induced abortions by age, 


occupation group and marital status Cases resident in England and Wales 
Occupation group Marital status All ages Under 16-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45 and Not 
16 over stated 












Total 108,565 5,590 474 | 1,889 
Single 51,115 175 9 841 
Married 46 , 894 4,865 423 850 
All groups Widowed 722 ~ 108 12 15 
Divorced/separated 9,755 - 428 30 180 
Not known 79 14 - 3 
Total 475 19 40 
Single 4 - 6 
Married 162 19 31 
Professional Widowed s = = 
Divorced/separated 9 = 3 
Not known - - ~ 
Total 935 82 256 
Single 39 4 122 
Married 828 76 112 
Intermediate Widowed 16 - S 
Divorced /separated 52 2 19 
Not known ~ - - 
Total 1,852 140 558 
Single 61 3 294 
Married 1,634 Len 205 
Skilled Widowed 26 4 2 
Divorced/separated 127 6 50 
Not known 4 - = 
Total 710 50 192 
Single 23 ve 90 
Married 609 43 85 
Semi-skilled Widowed 15 = 2 
Divorced/separated 62 4 15 
Not known al o = 
Total 283 26 69 
Single 4 = 21 
Married 254 24 39 
Unskilled Widowed 5 1 = 
Divorced/separated 19 aS. 9 
Not known i - - 
Total 1;,.635 L57 781 
Single as = 308 
Married 1,076 134 378 
*Not classified Widowed - 46 6 8 
Divorced/separated ~ 159 17 84 
Not known 8 = 5 


* Main components of the 'not classified' group in the above table are: 


1,911 







Occupation 


Not stated 







Not occupied or student 234 


Housewife 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 9. Legally induced abortions by age, number of 


previous live born children and occupation group Cases resident in England and Wales 
Previous live Occupation All Under 16-19 25-29 30-34 55-39 40-44 45 Not 
born children group ages 16 land over| stated 








Total 108,565 1,889 
Professional 2,305 1 40 
Intermediate 15,482 : 256 

Total Skilled 40,145 551 
Semi-skilled 12,794 192 

Unskilled 4,053 69 

Not classified 33,786 781 

Total 50,645 852 
Professional 647 1 9 
Intermediate 8,262 9 132 

O Skilled 20,924 6 296 
Semi-skilled 5,565 2 86 
Unskilled 1,044 - 19 

Not classified 14,203 6 310 

Total 12,581 34 248 
Professional 276 ~ 2 3 
Intermediate 1,747 - 6 30 

iL Skilled 4,296 4 10 68 
Semi-skilled 1,662 2 4 24 
Unskilled 475 2 - mR 

Not classified 4,125 12 ne) 112 

Total 19,357 - 107 334 
Professional 726 - 8 12 
Intermediate 2,678 - 16 42 

2 Skilled 6,556 - 32 TD 
Semi-skilled 25273 - 2 8 38 

Unskilled 829 4 14 

Not classified 6,295 34 151 

Total 13,710 - 224 
Professional 437 - ~ 9 
Intermediate 1,738 - - 26 33 

hy Skilled 4,462 - 1 fe 63 
Semi-skilled 1,675 - 2 11 22 
Unskilled 759 - 5 2 LS 

Not classified 4,639 - 9 37 84 

Total 6,919 - 2 17 118 
Professional 148 - - 2 4 
Intermediate 687 - - LS £5 

4 Skilled 25306 ~ ue 23 25 
Semi-skilled 848 - - 10 9 

Unskilled 476 ~ - 6 4 

Not classified 2,454 - L yo! 61 

Total 2,916 ~ - 45 51 
Professional 44 ~ - - Z 
Intermediate 216 - - 6 3 

5 Skilled 896 - - 9 10 
Semi-skilled 418 - - ~ 8 
Unskilled 239 - - 5 1 

Not classified 1,103 - - 5 28 

Total 1,235 - al 6 21 
Professional 16 - - - 1 a 
Intermediate 68 - - - a - 

6 Skilled 383 - 1 6 8 4 
Semi-skilled 193 - - - 6 2] 

Unskilled 114 - - 2 5 1 

Not classified 461 - - 2 5 13 

Total 1,006 - - - 46 21 
Professional ~ ~ - - = 

7 Intermediate - o - 4 1 
and Skilled - ~ - al 4 
over Semi-skilled ~ ~ 4 Xo 
Unskilled - - 4 = 

Not classified - ~ 3 8 

Total “4 7 3 20 
Professional - - ~ 1 
Intermediate ~ - E - 

Not Skilled - 2 - 4 
stated Semi-skilled - 2 ~ - 
Unskilled - - - yf 

Not classified - i 2 14 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 10. Legally induced abortions with sterilisation: age by number of 
previous live born children and occupation group Cases resident in England and Wales 








Previous live 
born children 


Occupation 
group 


Under 16-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45 Not 
16 and over | stated 






















































































































































Total 48 817 2,799 3, 930 3, 836 2,057 176 225 
Professional - 3 35 89 90 40 3 2 
Intermediate 3 29 137 319 397 260 21 22 
Total Skilled ~ 14 216 906 1,216 1,221 623 48 51 
Semi-skilled al 6 88 324 498 452 247 19 24 
Unskilled - 4 90 223 245 231 128 16 10 
Not classified 2 ZL 391 1,174 1,563 1,445 759 69 116 
Total 3 28 35 34 46 47 53 4 9 
Professional - - - at 2 - 1 ~ ~ 
Intermediate - 2 5 1 4 8 8 2 ~ 
ie) Skilled - 9 12 8 es 18 19 gi 3 
Semi-skilled 1 2 Sf 7 6 3 3 - 2 
Unskilled - SS 4 1 2 3 2 - 
Not classified 2 12 14 16 allt / LS 20 al 4 
Total - 10 46 78 131 214 141 8 7 
Professional - - 1 5 2 2 al - 
Intermediate - mS 6 7 Si 16 ~ 1 
1 Skilled s Hie 18 43 87 28 2 3 
Semi-skilled 2 3 9 14 25 15 z 2 
Unskilled - 5 3 5 6 +2 - ~ 
Not classified 5 24 41 57 63 69 4 a 
Total 9 267 701 861 900 447 29 46 
Professional - 2 19 45 36 11 2 - 
Intermediate al 12 jayil 102 725 76 3 5 
= Skilled 2 70 242 266 302 148 7 12 
Semi-skilled al 31 OL) 100 90 43 3 fs 
Unskilled 1 22 39 36 26 28 4 1 
Not classified 4 130 280 312 321 141 10 25 
Total 1 278 997 1,193 1,008 453 40 56 
Professional - - 10 24 30 “ah - - 
Intermediate - 8 52 120 iE 74 9 11 
a Skilled - 72 334 379 300 Lae 17 18 
Semi-skilled 1 25 119 144 129 44 4 6 
Unskilled ~ 35 3 hs 50 20 1 2 
Not classified - 140 409 453 388 166 LS 19 
Total - 146 625 883 732 380 39 51 
Professional - ul a 6 8 8 ~ - 
Intermediate - iS 20 53 74 46 3 4 
4 Skilled - 38 208 286 256 119 12 9 
Semi-skilled - 19 71 ae bs he 48 6 3 
Unskilled - 22 65 64 60 2 iy 5 2 
Not classified cd 63 260 363 262 142 13 aS) 
Total - Al 246 462 486 222 16 27 
Professional - - 5h 6 9 4 - i 
Intermediate - - 4 21 “ial 20 2 a 
5 Skilled - 12 72 128 146 73 7 5 
Semi-skilled - 7 32 68 63 Sel - 4 
Unskilled ~ 2 30 36 46 i lke - 1 
Not classified - 20 106 203 191 78 7 LT, 
Total ~ 4 85 209 226 136 17 11 
Professional - - - - 2) 3 - - 
Intermediate - - 5 4 stl a. - - 
6 Skilled 2 18 62 61 44 5 2 
Semi-skilled - - 10 36 SY 24 4 » 
Unskilled 2 9 15 18 12 4 1 
Not classified - - 45 92 96 46 4 Zz 
Total - - 25 137 211 219 23 12 
Professional - - - al 2 - - - 
7 Intermediate - - - 7 5 12 2 - 
and Skilled - 5 a5 49 So 3 1 
over Semi-skilled - - 5 alk) 32 35 1 3 
Unskilled - 3 14 22 24 2 3 
Not classified - - 12 63 102 95 15 5 
Total ~ - 8 8 12 6 5 6 
Professional - - - - = = = 1 
Intermediate - ~ - a) 1 a: - - 

Not Skilled - ~ 2 2 2 2 
stated Semi-skilled - - 1 2 ab 1 - 
Unskilled - = = q 1 = - 3 
Not classified - - 5 3 it 2 = ) 
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England and Wales, 1972 


TABLE 11A, Legally induced abortions by number of 
existing children, marital status and occupation group Cases resident in England and Wales 


Existing children 
Marital status 


and 
occupation group Total 10 Not 
and over stated 


All 



























































Total 108,565 721 
Professional 2,305 9 
Intermediate 15,482 94 
Skilled 40,145 197 
Semi-skilled 12,794 66 
Unskilled 4,053 29 
Not classified 33,786 326 
Single 
Total 51,115 86 
Professional 421 - 
Intermediate 8,005 14 
Skilled 20 , 494 32 
Semi-skilled 5,884 1S 
Unskilled 1,134 5 
Not classified 15177 £2 
Married 
Total 46,894 531 
Professional 1,800 9 
Intermediate 6,383 66 
Skilled 16,825 151 
Semi-skilled 5,697 44 
Unskilled 2,579 as 
Not classified 240 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Total 102 
Professional =: 
Intermediate 14 
Skilled 14 
Semi-skilled ] 
Unskilled Fe) 
Not classified 62 
Not known 
Total 
Professional - 
Intermediate - 
Skilled - 
Semi-skilled - 
Unskilled - 
Not classified 2 
England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 11B, Legally induced abortions accompanied by sterilisation, 
by number of existing children, marital status and occupation group Cases resident in England and Wales 
Marital status Existing children 
and 
occupation group Total (0) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 Not 
and over stated 
All 
Total 179 
Professional 3 
Intermediate 12 
Skilled 47 
Semi-skilled 20 
Unskilled 7 
Not classified 90 
Single 
Total 2 
Professional - 
Intermediate - 
Skilled - 
Semi-skilled - 
Unskilled - 
Not classified 2 
Married 
Total 161 
Professional 3 
Intermediate 10 
Skilled 45 
Semi-skilled 17 
Unskilled 9 
Not classified 79 
Widowed/divorced/separated 
Total 16 
Professional = 
Intermediate 2 
Skilled 3 
Semi-skilled 3 
Unskilled - 
Not classified 9 
Not known 
Total 3 ES 
Professional = = 
Intermediate = ~ 
Skilled ak 
Semi-skilled ca - 
Unskilled - 
Not classified 7 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 12. Legally induced abortions where environmental and other Residents 
conditions were stated, with proportions, distinguishing type of premises 


Note: This table is necessarily restricted to those cases (33% of the total) where the practitioner saw fit to refer 
in question 11(c) of the form to environmental or other factors, or (mistakenly) to refer back to the terms 
of the statutory grounds, as reasons for termination. Such reasons were mostly in addition to the specific 
medical reasons shown in Table 19. See page viii. 

















NHS Approved and 
Hospitals Other places 
Code Description 
Reference to statutory grounds 3,925 13-5 454 7+2 
o1 Statutory ground 1 91 0-3 1 0-0 
02 es rape te) 8-7 297 4+7 
03 3 464 1-6 53 0-8 
04 4 BS O-1 = = 
O07 2 and 4 24 O-1 2 0-0 
08 3 with any other 767 2°6 98 1-6 
og Other multiple 31 O-1 3 0-0 
Concerning the mother 16,152 55-6 3,543 56-2 
1V Failed contraception in single girl 24 O-1 11 0-2 
10 Unmarried (16 or over) 607 2-1 436 6-9 
iE Under 16 years 251 0-9 24 0-4 
Le Widowed, divorced, separated 277 1-0 41 0-7 
13 Multiparity 958 Sed 239 3°8 
14 Too old - high medical risk in primipara 461 1-6 74 1-2 
15, Young or immature 768 2°6 256 4-1 
16 Physical handicap or illness 10 0-0 ] 0-0 
17 Students (nurse, university student, etc.) 250 0-9 we 1-1 
18 Other specified reasons pertaining to mother 1,099 3°8 IS 9F 19-0 
19 Unspecified social reasons - ‘adverse conditions' 11,447 39-4 15190 18-9 
Concerning the husband or father 485 1-7 186 3-0 
20 Not available for marriage 91 0-3 67 1-1 
rh Drunkard or alcohol addict Heirs O-1 4, 0-0 
ee Drug addict 8 0-0 1 0-0 
23 Violent 19 O-1 4 0-0 
24 Young, immature 16 O-1 5 O-1 
25 Old t) 0-0 4 O-1 
26 Abandoned by consort 208 0-7 80 1-3 
28 Other specified reasons pertaining to father 103 0-4 at | 0-4 
Concerning other children of mother 3,420 11-8 1,109 17-6 
30 Already caring for previous illegitimate children S57 1-2 83 1°35 
51 Adverse effect on existing children in family PAS Mf 10-3 150235 16-2 
52 Unspecified reasons relating to existing children 22 O-1 - - 
33 Reason relating to family 38 O-1 2 0-0 
35 Unborn child - probable lack of care 5 0-0 “ = 
38 Other specified reasons relating to unborn child 2 0-0 = 
39 Unborn child will suffer 18 O-1 a 0-0 
Concerning illness in the dependants of the mother 613 2-1 53 0-8 
40 Husband ill or disabled 224 0-8 14 0-2 
41 Existing children - ill or disabled 313 1-1 29 0-5 
42 Parents or other sick or disabled dependants 60 O-2 8 O-1 
48 Other specified chronic illness in family 44 0-0 4 0-0 
49 Unspecified illness in family 5 0-0 xl 0-0 
Concerning the marriage 4 1,275 4-4 261 4-1 
50 Husband away from home me 0-2 2 0-0 
51 Husband opposed to pregnancy 2 0-0 3 0-0 
52 Extra marital conception 235 0-8 112 1-8 
55 Failed contraception 587 2-0 82 5 
56 Unsuccessfully sterilised husband 43 O-1 4 O-1 
57 Unsuccessfully sterilised woman 47 0-2 4 O-1 
58 Other specified reasons tending to break up marriage 183 0-6 33 0-5 
So Break up of marriage 126 0-4 21 0-3 
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TABLE 12 - continued 


NHS Approved and 
Hospitals Other places 
Code Description 
9-1 
Concerning economic factors 
60 Insufficient income for family - husband not able to support O-1 
61 Loss of employment for woman 1-0 
63 Other specified economic reasons 0-0 
64 Unspecified economic reasons, financial difficulties 8-0 
Concerning housing 1-7 
65 Inadequate housing 0-3 
66 Material home conditions inadequate = 
68 Other specified environmental reasons 0°0 
69 Unspecified environmental reasons 1-4 
Concerning rape and violence 0-2 
70 Unwanted intercourse, under 16 0-0 0-0 
fips Unwanted intercourse, 16 or over 0-0 0-0 
Te Rape, single girl under 16 0-0 0-0 
73 Rape, single girl 16 or over O-1 O-1 
74 Rape, married woman 0-0 = 
75 Incest 0-0 0-0 
All cases with question 11(c) completed 100-0 





All cases with medical reasons and question 11(c) not completed 27,624 45,376 
All cases with question 11 (a)-(c) not completed 184 26 
Total cases treated for abortion 56,861 51,704 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 13. Legally induced abortions by age, 
























































main operation and gestation weeks All cases 
Main operation Gestation |All ages Under 16-19 20-24 29-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 | 45 and | Not 
weeks* 16 over stated 
[= 

Hysterotomy - abdominal Total 202 664 983 1,534 1,815 1,671 908 93 116 
Under 9 7 i 22 45 68 71 MK! 3 2 

9-12 Ht) 92 25m pel yA) 732 382 35 35 

13 20 56 103 2L7 241 e355 128 10 a Bit / 

14 12 82 OT, 168 207 194 107 Eo} a Ol 

15-16 44 157 196 269 258 250 130 13 20 

17-19 48 164 198 178 144 105 79 12 14 

20-23 ae 92 88 64 50 34 25 5 6 

24 and over 5 6 12 10 8 5 5 - a 

Not stated 6 28 36 52 60 45 er 4 10 

Hysterotomy - vaginal Total 6 22 30 44 49 38 18 - 6 
Under 9 - - 3 6 a 2 4 ~ ~ 

9-12 5 12 21 16 29 22 at - 4 

3 - 3 Si 6 2 4 - - 1 

14 st al - 7 9 2 il = = 

15-16 - 1 al 4 - a - - 1 

17-19 - 2 - - 3 1 1 2 S 

20-23 - 3 EE al il al 1 - - 

24 and over - - - a Al - - ~ - 

Not stated - - 1 oS - L - - - 

Hysterotomy with others Total 10 22 35 12 19 7 4 zl 2 
Under 9 - o 6 1 4 2 ck - a 

9-12 3 9 als 8 9 4 1 - 1 

13 ~ S) 5 = 2 - 2 - - 

14 2 5 2 1 2 ~ - - - 

15-16 - 2 6 Al 2 1 - - - 

17-19 2 2 2 gi - - - - - 

20-23 - - - ~ - - - - ~ 

24 and over - - - - - - - ~ - 

Not stated ab - alt - - - - 1 - 

Hysterectomy Total 2 10 23 82 175 271 235 31 23 
Under 9 - - 2 9 21 28 2 3 eT 

9-12 - 5 8 38 90 139 eas 9 12 

LS, at - 1 7 16 28 25 7 4 

14 - 1 7 4 if 35 22 S 1 

15-16 - 2 2 8 16 22 a5 3 2 

17-19 - 2 3 8 6 5 18 4 - 

20-23 aL 2 - 2 6 3 9 ~ ~ 

24 and over - - = = - - - - - 

Not stated = = = 6 9 ale 10 - 3 

Hysterectomy with others Total - 1 3 5 18 9 4 = ~ 
Under 9 - - - al 4 2 - - - 

9-12 - 1 1 2 9 5 5 - - 

13 - - - a re] - = = = 

14 - - HE - 1 = = = =~ 

15-16 - - 1 al 1 2 1 ~ - 

17-19 - - - - - - - - - 

20-23 - - - - - = = = - 

24 and over - - - - = = = = = 

Not stated = es = = cf E S = = 

Vacuum aspiration Total 1,598 12,769 17,431 13,455 10,339 7,641 a Pre ff 250 1,176 
Under 9 220 1,829 3,186 3,020 2, ToD 2,165 896 63 266 

9-12 1,095 Bytes lbs Sy lle 8,822 6,609 4,764 | 2,109 152 715 

13 129 ieee 205 719 448 S515 141 ey 65 

14 56 448 524 298 aly 138 57 8 Si 

15-16 38 S25 SLT 206 100 tee: 29 6 20 

17-19 12 81 106 66 38 21 5 1 5 

20-23 2 20 27 ies 9 6 2 1 os 

24 and over 2 5 9 4 4 6 it - 2 

Not stated 44 222 340 305 219 152 ipl 4 69 

Dilatation and evacuation Total 1,063 | 11,926 18,990 | 12,640 9,471 | 6,765 | 2,817 262 915 
Under 9 128 1,649 alee s ye enkos 2,912 2,109 815 77 216 

9-12 574 6,498 10,434 6,915 5,027 52655 2529 1353 457 

ak 225 1,286 1,635 880 ofa 429 Be Af 16 79 

14 96 903 1,146 629 332 227 116 us 49 

15-16 89 988 2, 12% 558 3355 197 103 13 48 

17-19 39 386 479 247 128 65 36 4 15 

20-23 8 68 wm AT) 42 20 12 4 2 2 

24 and over - 11 7 6 3 2 1 ~ 1 

Not stated 14 137 220 168 141 91 36 5 48 








* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 
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Main operation 


Paste 


Laminaria tents 


Combined vaginal methods 


Intra-uterine medical 


inductions 


Other medical inductions 


Medical inductions with 
vaginal methods 


Multiple methods, 


Not stated 


Gestation 
weeks* 


24 and over 
Not stated 


24 and over 
Not stated 


24 and over 
Not stated 


Total 
Under 9 
9-12 
a3 
14 
15-16 
17-19 
20-235 
24 and over 
Not stated 


24 and over 
Not stated 


24 and over 
Not stated 


24 and over 
Not stated 


Table 13 - continued 


16-19 20-24 


All ages Under 
16 


© 
NO 


Ati rPADOD-E ! 


t'RPoOOrRWNW I! 





NINPFWH! OPN 


* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 
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TABLE 14, Legally induced abortions by month of England and Wales, 1972 
operation, age and marital status 
Cases resident in England and Wales 


Month of operation 





























Age Total 
and marital status 
All ages 
Total 108, 565 || 8,323 8,996 9,559 9,507 8,790 
Single 515215.|| 3,815 4,154 4,470 4,588 4,146 
Married 46 , 894 || 3,680 4,010 4,165 3,981 3,805 
Widowed 722 res 61 vf 62 43 
Divorced/separated 9,755 750 765 848 871 786 
Not known 79 it 6 5 5 10 
10-15 
Total 191 272 236 272 228 
Single 191 272 236 aie 228 
Married - - - - - 
Widowed - - - - - 
Divorced/separated - ~ * = 
Not known ~ - - - 
16-19 
Total 1,545 | 1,742 | 1,896 2,024 | 1,795 
Single 1,492 |1,680 | 1,815 1,937 | 1,699 
Married 38 45 58 68 75 
Widowed - - - - ab 
Divorced/separated 15 16 23 19 20 
Not known - a - = = 
20-24 
Total 2,169 | 2,193 | 2,433 2,291 | 2,141 
Single 1,455 | 1,478 | 1,607 1,552 | 1,473 
Married 534 SIS 609 520 491 
Widowed > 5 7 7 3 
Divorced/separated 173 151 210 212 173 
Not known 2 2 - = a. 
25-29 
Total 1,591 |1,700 | 1,810 1,778 | 1,697 
Single 432 463 527 519 485 
Married 922 987 1,014 999 950 
Widowed 19 a bal tS a 7 
Divorced/separated 216 238 255 246 250 
Not known 2 1 1 3 Is 
30-34 
Total 1,229 |1,364 | 1,446 1,358 | 1,274 
Single 123 127 146 145 116 
Married 883 O22 1,086 994 974 
Widowed 8 18 22 ou 10 
Divorced/separated 215 207 192 197 172 
Not known - - ~ il 2 
35-39 
Total 976 1,080 2 O57 1,048 984 
Single so Si 50 60 59 
Married 800 897 878 845 796 
Widowed 29 18 LT 10 15 
Divorced/separated 93 108 LEE 132 114 
Not known i - 1 EL. = 
40-44 
Total 444 464 491 494 453 
Single LS 20 16 17 10 
Married 400 405 418 419 400 
Widowed ii 8 10 / 6 
Divorced/separated 23 29 44 50 36 
Not known 1 Pe 3 A: 1 
45 and over 
Total 39 39 40 42 46 
Single a0 4. al 3 1 
Married 34 55 a) 38 42 
Widowed 1 ~ 2 1 ul 
Divorced/separated 5 5 4 E 2 
Not known - - - = = 
Not stated 
Total 139 142 150 200 172 
Single 55 56, ne 83 7S 
Married 69 72 69 98 hie 
Widowed 2 al - 4 = 
Divorced/separated 12 ath 9 15 19 
Not known 1 - - = il 
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TABLE 15. Legally induced abortions by age of woman and:- . England and Wales, 1972 
(i) country of usual residence 


(bt Po ink rr ataics. Cases not resident in England and Wales 
ges on wee 






All ages Under 16 16-19 30-34 35-39 40-44 





(i) Country 

British Isles 
Scotland 835 2 
N.Ireland 775 12 
Irish Republic 974 6 
Channel Islands and Isle of Man 295 6 

Other European 
Belgium and Luxembourg 2,536 23 
Denmark 86 2 
France 25,189 174 
German Federal Republic 17,531 255 
Italy 480 15 
Netherlands 243 3 
Austria 257 3 
Norway and Sweden 93 - 
Portugal 18 - 
Spain 730 5 
Switzerland 675 3 
Others 74 = 

America 
Canada 52 - 
U.S.A. Est - 
Others 24 1 

Rest of World 321 7 











(ii) Marital status 


Total 51,319 516 
Single 26,178 S25 
Married 22,433 1 
Widowed 408 - 
Divorced/separated 2,284 - 
Not known 16 - 











(iii) Gestation weeks* 


Total 602 
Under 9 163 
9-12 298 

13 49 

14 24 
15-16 Si 
17-19 12 
20-23 4 
24 and over a 
Not stated 20 





* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 
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England and Wales, hospital regions 1972 
TABLE 16A. Legally induced abortions by 


































































































hospital region of residence, age and marital status Cases resident in England and Wales 
Hospital region Marital status All ages Under 46-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45 and Not 
16 =F over stated 
ct = ———_-} 
ENGLAND AND WALES Total. 108,565 2,804 21,786 26,908 20 ,796 16,076 12,242 5,590 474 1,889 
Single 51,115 2,804 20 , 837 18,290 5,921 1,623 615 175 9 841 
Married 46,894 - 689 6,352 11,667 11,979 10 ,069 4,865 423 850 
Widowed/divorced/separated 10, 477 - 256 2,256 3,181 2,465 1,546 536 42 195 
Not stated 719 - 4 10 27 9 12 14 - 3 
Newcastle Total 5,549 149 1 i3T 1,160 984 884 751 391 24 69 
Single 2,190 149 1,089 674 165 59 20 3 os oa 
Married 2,783 = 39 357 657 703 626 350 23 28 
Widowed /divorced/separated 574 = 9 128 161 122 105 38 i 10 
Not stated 2 - - nl al - - - - 2 
Leeds Total 5,117 151 1,166 1,082 838 765 698 313 21 83 
Single 2,349 152 1,128 eit 180 69 30 17 1 36 
Married 2,200 = 22 230 487 573 566 268 18 36 
Widowed /divorced/separated 567 = 16 2 Ie Bs 170 223 102 28 2 oh. 
Not stated 1 - = - 1 - - - - - 
Sheffield Total 7,872 279 1,674 1,620 1,386 1,254 1,028 494 46 91 
Single 3,273 ray he} 1,610 L025 227 74 28 5 * 35 
Married 3,802 > 44 433 917 985 887 444 40 52 
Widowed /divorced/separated 790 = 20 172 238 i195 113 44 6 4 
Not stated 7 = = = 4 2 - pS - - 
East Anglian Total 3,039 97 677 632 571 441 382 157 14 68 
Single 1,303 97 652 398 104 31 9 1 = az 
Married 1,444 = 17 173 379 352 322 139 14 48 
Widowed Aivorced /separated 289 = 8 61 87 57 50 17 = 9 
Not stated 3 = = 1 2 1 = - - 
North West Metropolitan Total 16,049 264 2,571 4,804 3,528 2,263 1,515 633 61 410 
Single 8,836 264 2,449 3,689 1,580 440 164 29 2 219 
Married 5,874 = 94 872 je f 1,476 1,160 540 54 151 
Widowed Aivorced Separated 1,327 = 28 242 418 344 188 63 5 39 
Not stated 12 3 = 1 S 3 3 FR = 1 
North East Metropolitan Total 8,520 173 1,695 2,041 1,731 1,272 954 434 35 185 
Single 3,730 173 1,610 b RA A 443 96 49 12 = 72 
Married 3, 982 = 64 601 L30c2 1,002 787 378 35 93 
Widowed/divorced/separated 801 - 21 164 265 174 116 41 - 20 
Not stated 7 = < z 1 - 2 3 ~ - 
South East Metropolitan Total 8, 866 248 1,792 2,208 1,752 1,335 929 403 37 162 
Single 4,048 248 1,699 1,404 453 116 45 15 = 68 
Married 3,974 = 75 612 1,032 1,029 767 348 32 79 
Widowed/divorced/separated 840 = 18 291 265 190 Le 40 5 14 
Not stated 4 = - iL 2 = = be - z 
South West Metropolitan Total 11,198 194 1,941 3,561 2,465 1,491 963 372 33 178 
Single 6,483 194 1,853 a5¢to 1,145 298 93 27 di: 97 
Married 3,750 = 66 568 1,021 970 1ge 305 32 66 
Widowed/divorced/separated 950 - 20 245 292 223 146 39 = 15 
Not stated 15 = 4 Fe} 7 = 2 1 a = 
Wessex Total 3,543 132 790 785 650 527 401 182 13 63 
Single 1,603 132 757 500 134 aa 15 Ad = 19 
Married 1,595 = 23 222 401 416 332 156 10 35 
Widowed/divorced/separated 340 - 9 63 113 76 52 15 3 9 
Not stated S = 1 - 2 “ 4 = = = 
Oxford Total 3,840 126 846 839 663 606 478 222 18 42 
Single 1,677 126 821 526 128 29 22 5 = 20 
Married 1,826 3 19 242 437 493 414 192 14 415 
Widowed/divorced/separated 332 - 6 71 96 84 42 22 4 7 
Not stated 5 = = = 2 - S 3 - - 
South Western Total 6,330 228 1,365 1,450 1,097 908 758 367 29 128 
Single 2,828 228 1,324 900 cee 53 36 10 - 55 
Married 2,902 = 32 400 710 704 649 326 25 56 
Widowed/divorced/separated 598 - 9 150 165 151 72 30 4 17 
Not stated 2 = = = = = 1 ak = o 
Welsh Total 5,222 119 1,076 Lag 973 838 666 310 34 35 
Single 2,102 119 1,026 697 175 48 17 5 2 cs 
Married 2,610 = 32 357 641 672 582 279 29 18 
Widowed/divorced/separated 505 = 18 225 157 7, 67 24 3 os 
Not stated 5 = ~ 2 = 1 = 2 = = 
Birmingham Total 11, 486 340 2,618 2,671 1,976 1,701 1,310 616 46 208 
Single §, 313 340 2,496 1,750 440 138 43 18 pS 87 
Married 5,059 = 85 658 i,ec5 1,507 +5207. 535 42 108 
Widowed/divorced/separated i pelt - 37 262 313 256 165 62 3 13 
Not stated 3 - = a as - a. 1 = ~ 
Manchester Total 7,968 219 1,617 1,896 1,468 1,205 957 463 39 104 
Single 3,517 219 1,541 1,247 345 81 23 10 Kb 50 
Married 3,431 = 53 432 825 870 778 401 35 37 
Widowed/divorced/separated 1,016 2 23 217 296 253 156 52 3 16 
Not stated 4 - - = 2 z - - - 1 
Liverpool Total 3,966 85 821 988 714 586 452 233 24 63 
Single 1,863 85 782 703 180 56 21 7 1 28 
Married 1,662 = 24 195 388 427 376 204 20 28 
Widowed/divorced/separated 437 - 14 90 145 102 55 21 3 7 
Not stated 4 - >i - 2% = od 1 = - 
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England and Wales, hospital regions 1972 
TABLE 16B, Legally induced abortions accompanied by sterilisation, by 






























































hospital region of residence, age and marital status Cases resident in England and Wales 
Hospital region Marital status All ages Under 16-19 re came 30-34 35-39 Not 
16 over stated 
ENGLAND AND WALES Total 13,891 3 48 817 2,799 3,930 3, 836 2,057 176 225 
Single 323 3 30 63 Th 65 61 23 2 5 
Married 12,409 - 17 671 | 2,490 | 3,509 | 3,465 | 1,895 158 204 
Widowed/divorced/separated 1,134 a 1 82 235 353 302 129 16 16 
Not stated 25 - - 1 3 3 8 10 - - 
Newcastle Total 1,398 4 100 305 406 372 193 4 11 
Single 23 - 2 6 5 5 4 - - 4 
Married 1,261 - 2 86 281 370 326 179 ik 10 
Widowed/divorced/separated 113 - - 7 19 31 42 14 - - 
Not stated 1 - - EE - - - - - - 
Leeds Total 696 = 3 38 124 211 196 107 cf 10 
Single 29 - 3 vi 7 4 4 4 - - 
Married 590 = - a 102 180 172 95 6 10 
Widowed/divorced/separated 77 - ~ 6 15 27 20 8 1 - 
Not stated = = = a = - sf - > = 
Sheffield Total 1,262 - 2 61 250 360 351 208 16 14 
Single 22 - 1 4 5 5 6 a - = 
Married 1,145 - 1 48 219 324 324 200 15 14 
Widowed/divorced/separated 91 - - 9 24 30 oak 6 1 - 
Not stated 4 = - - 2 iz: - 2 - - 
East Anglian Total 561 - x 16 126 136 170 77 10 25 
Single 9 - < - 6 1 2 = = = 
Married 515 - 1 415 114, 125 157 73 10 23 
Widowed/divorced/separated 36 - - 1 9 10 10 4 2 
Not stated + - - - - - a: - - - 
North West Metropolitan Total 1,075 1 4 50 180 | 319 312 169 16 24 
Single 45 z 4 6 9 it ad 2 1 - 
Married 937 - - 40 161 275 270 157 13 21 
Widowed/divorced/separated 91 - - 4 10 33 29 10 2 - 
Not stated 2 - - - - - 2 - - - 
North East Metropolitan Total 776 - 1 25 145 224 216 131 14 20 
Single 19 - Hl 2 5 5 4 2 - - 
Married 686 - - 22 130 198 L921 114 14 17 
Widowed/divorced/separated 69 - - 4. 10 21 20 14 ~ 3 
Not stated 2 = - = - - 1 Z - 
South East Metropolitan Total 1,010 - 2 53 215 307 278 leh 15 9 
Single 22 - 1 1 5 5 9 - - 1 
Married 909 - - 44 192 278 251 124 12 8 
Widowed/divorced/separated 79 - ff 8 18 24 18 7 3 - 
Not stated = = - = - = a (— = = 
South West Metropolitan Total 736 = 2 30 144 227 209 101 12 11 
Single 24 = - 4 3) 8 {4 sh 1 - 
Married 654 oy 2 25 127 201 186 93 42 9 
Widowed/divorced/separated 56 - - 1 14 18 15 6 - 2 
Not stated 2 - - - - - a. 1 - - 
Wessex Total 622 1 4 48 132 175 152 91 5 14 
Single 19 1 4 2 ER 2 3 6 - - 
Married 557 3 - 42 118 163 138 81 3 12 
Widowed/divorced/separated 44 - - 4 12 10 10 4 2 2 
Not stated 2 - - - 1 - 1 - - - 
Oxford Total 394 - - 23 84 118 112 50 5 2 
Single 4 = - - 2 - 1 al - = 
Married 360 = - 23 81 105 104 41 4 2 
Widowed/divorced/separated 7. - - - 1 13 4 5 ih - 
Not stated 3 - = = = = = 3 - - 
South Western Total 1,019 - 2 64 207 274 290 148 13 21 
* | Single 14 = = 5 2 2 5 - “ = 
Married 943 - 2 56 192 247 270 143 13 20 
Widowed/divorced/separated 61 - - 3 13 25 14 5 - 
Not stated ae - - - - - 1 - - - 
Welsh Total 917 - - 62 188 261 275 115 LE 5 
Single 10 2 = 3 2 2 2 4) = 2 
Married 854 2 = 55 177 244 255 107 bi 5 
Widowed/divorced/separated 51 - - 4 9 15 18 S = - 
Not stated 2 - - - - - - 2 - 
Birmingham Total 1,101 = 5 71 234 288 292 168 14 29 
Single 24 - 4 4 5 7 - 2 - 
Married 1,004 - 1 56 212 260 276 160 RS. 26 
Widowed/divorced/separated 71 - ~ 11 17 21 15 5 1 = 
Not stated 2 - - - - - iL 1 - - 
Manchester Total 1,645 1 15 136 331 
Single 44 nF 9 14 10 
Married 1,403 = 6 102 274 
Widowed/divorced/separated 198 - - 20 47 
Not stated - - - - - 
Liverpool Total 679 - 3 40 134 
Single 15 - 1 5 4 
Married 591 - 2 32 113 
Widowed/divorced/separated 70 - - 3 £7 
Not stated 3 - - - - 
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TABLE 16C. Legally induced abortions by England and Wales, hospital regions 1972 
hospital region of residence and (4) number of previous live and still born children 
(41) statutory grounds Cases resident in England and Wales 
(iii) age for cases. of previous abortion under the Act 
(iv) type of operation 
(v) type of premises and duration of stay 
(vi) type of premises, gestation weeks and sterilisation 
























5 E 
3 a Fi FI d 8 3 
a hal pr pr py Pr aod 5 fa 
a o bes a Qed Qe Qed Qe n o fo 
a a 80 Od Sd ao Od o oo) » ro) 
Le! » o gq =o Ho mo =o = 60 n [e} 
a a cal = Q a a Q % uo) S o Q 
a a n 4 ao a=) ao Foie) o S x F. oa a & 
cl oO uo} w aoa Pu Pu Py PH Q oO » Q =] o o 
oD = © o n up up 3. 34 n a oo] dq Ss ¢ > 
qa o o a a ow ow Ooo oo o Ed ie) oO A ® A 
i] a H n 3) Az A: n= a= = °o n = isa) a a 





Total 108,565 5,549 5,117 7,872 3,039 16,049 8,520 8,866 11,198 3,543 3,840 6,330 5,222 11,486 7,968 3,966 


(i) Number of previous live and still born children 











0 50 , 497 2,105 | 2,324 | 3,236 | 1,328 | 8,831 | 3,738 | 3,931 | 6,379 | 1,644] 1,690) 2,857] 2,094) 5,172 | 3,411] 1,757 

1 12,432 594 507 828 313 | 1,956 969 | 1,095 | 1,386 383 379 669 532 | 1,362 962 497 

2 19,011 1,077 882 | 1,483 577 | 2,401 | 1,632 |1,727] 1,556 625 743| 1,229] 1,033] 2,016 | 1,394 636 

3 13,841 897 682 | 1,126 419 | 1,534 | 1,207 | 1,140] 1,018 482 558 872 842 | 1,456 | 1,085 523 

4 7,100 471 394 611 229 724 564 564 493 247 275 425 430 788 617 268 

5 3,071 221 171 299 92 348 226 240 194 92 110 154 160 362 246 156 

6 1,328 99 78 145 38 111 81 84 96 33 52 60 75 184 119 73 

7 584 40 30 71 20 55 35 41 39 18 24 33 26 75 56 21 

8 279 20 18 31 7 31 20 19 12 7 6 12 17 34 31 14 

9 and over 245 17 23 29 6 26 14 9 7 9 2 11 10 28 34 20 
Not stated 177 8 8 13 10 32 34 16 18 3 <u 8 3 9 13 1 

(ii) Statutory grounds* 

1 120 51 

2 6,042] 2,888 

3 344 182 

4 83 66 

5 - =- 

6 1 1 

2 with 4 69 55 


3 with others 2,509 723 


ie 








(iii) Previous abortion cases by age 


All ages 95 112 
Under 16 1 - 
16-19 13 17 
20-24 oo 32 
25-29 26 29 
30-39 17 24 

40 and over 7 4 
Not stated 2 6 











(iv) Type of operation 


Hysterotomy- abdominal 
















Hysterotomy-vaginal ) 4 
Hysterectomy 54 30 
Vacuum aspiration 3,095 | 1,579 
Dilatation 1,520 





Other types of termination 120 
Multiple methods, including 
Not stated 402 


* For statutory grounds see page v. 
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TABLE 16C - continued 




















9 a a a a a 3 
aq Se pp per. pr pr » 5 & 
) o so] ad Qed Qe Qe Qed n © ol 
a q Od Siz G4 On o SG p ° 
ao} » o =o ° ko =o = 4 a ° 
g a cal Q a a a ue] co) oy 
a a a w ao ao ao ao & s Ss a] a uy 
a ° bo] SM » ph bu eh eu ° ) a £ ° a 
oo = o o Q ind HPL aL Br 5 | 5 tn u § > 
a oO ® Ss o oo o®o oo oo ° o cal cal 
a a H n x 2= Zz Az a= ° n = ia) = H 











(v) Type of premises and duration of stay 


All premises 















Total 108,565 || 5,549] 5,117 | 7,872 | 3,039 | 16,049 | 8,520 | 8,866 3,543 | 3,840 

© days 3,868 1D Fld 58 96 21 249| 546] 929 126] 140 

1 day 51,431 617 | 2,498 | 5,702 |1,032 | 8,884 | 4,092 | 3,525 1,690 | 1,827 

2 days 18,147 || 1,567| 774|1,019| 789] 2,464] 1,291 | 1,552 820| 974 

3 days 9, 322 s94| 698] 959] 194] 1,405] 759| 756 203 | 187 

4 days 4,173 266| 179] 356 90 675 | 319] 250 65 80 

5 days 2,257 245 91] 200 68 329] 19%} ~ 134 58 83 

6 days 1,766 220 67 | 186 54 152| 119] 162 52 65 

7 days and over 9,283 822] 424/1,118 | 360 896 | 630| 857 303 | 237 
Not stated 8,318 795| 248] 236] 431 995| 573| 704 226| 247 


NHS hospitals 


Total 56,861 || 5,022 | 2,393 | 3,954 |2,150| 7,285 | 4,300| 5,663 1,881 | 2,130 

0 days 2,747 108 73 7 12 179 | 516 903 106 125 

1 day 5,204 201 136 | 220| 297 g62| 210] 542 193 | 438 

2 days 15,029 || 1,529] 571] 772 690 | 1,824 | 1,056 | 1,397 728 | 737 

3 days 9,110 877 683 946 | 184] 1,381] 736 748 192 171 

4 days 4,040 264] 168] 350 83 658 | 317| 246 57 72 

5 days 2,154 241 83 | 195 60 318 | 188] 106 52 77 

6 days 1,709 213 63 | 180 49 145| 118] 179 51 64 

7 days and over 9,030 803 417 |1,094 | 347 861 | 601] 846 285] 224 
Not stated 7,838 786 199 | 190| 428 957| 558| 696 Big eaaoD 


Approved places 
































Total 51,371 478 | 2,712 | 3,898 869 8,749 | 4,189 | 3,196 1,610 | 1,665 
O days aaa. 15 65 89 9 70 30 26 20 15 
1 day 46 , 222 416 | 2,361 | 35,482 735 7,922 | 3,881 | 2,983 1,496 | 1,389 
2 days 3,065 ST 203 241 88 639 231 155 1M 233 
3 days 142 2 13 8 9 22 <2 yi 2 a 
4 days 107 - 10 5 7 16 - 4 2 5 
5 days 91 - 8 5 7 g 2 5 5 4 
6 days 43 - 2 5 5 7 1 3 - - 
7 days and over 160 - 3 22 7 SL 17 9 2 2 
Not stated 420 8 47 41 2 33 15 4 6 10 
(vi) Type of premises, gestation weeks*and sterilisation 
NHS hospitals 
Under 9 weeks : 
All cases 8,234 804 361 Sta 293 gS | 531 | 1,054 658 257 282 611 418 363 597 271 
Sterilisation cases 1,539 174 69 163 68 163 82 119 79 68 40 121 50 105 146 92 
9-12 weeks 
All cases 34, 363 3,103 | 1,505 | 2,409 | 1,328 4,467 | 2,700 | 3,429 | 2,562 | 1,180 | 1,408 | 2,754 | 2,209 | 1,450 | 2,758 | 1,101 
Sterilisation cases 7,480 794 408 682 293 581 408 579 363 375 225 553 425 551 838 405 
13 weeks and over 
All cases 12,525 1,005 461 882 446 1,384 89L P2000, "25.025 S72 396 891 | 1,202 648 | 1,532 390 
Sterilisation cases 4,048 378 169 356 148 270 236 249 219 127 88 289 431 333 595 160 
Gestation not stated 
All cases 1,739 110 66 86 83 277 178 180 158 72 44 123 32 115 i85 60 
Sterilisation cases 445 30 28 27 32 30 36 37 a 20 9 35 ¥ 54 Le | 16 
Approved places 
Other hospitals 
Under 9 weeks 
All cases 11,610 86 449 791 190 2,433 | 1,032 853 | 1,729 361 348 458 234 | 1,644 597 405 
Sterilisation cases 82 3 = 12 4 9 i e. 10 Ms 4 4 - 6 3 1 
9-12 weeks 
All cases 30,265 SiS |-1 616 25252 546 4,976 | 2,485 | 1,851 | 3,987 | 1,007 | 1,046 | 1,151 790 | 5,251 }.12,755 1,258 
Sterilisation cases 186 ai 10 13 9 14 4 1S 24 15 21 10 2 30 8 2 
13 weeks and over 
All cases 9,115 123 614 829 141 1 215 621 468 986 279 284 306 324 | 1,912 559 456 
Sterilisation cases 102 8 6 8 7 8 3 6 6 10 4 6 2 22 3 5 
Gestation not stated 
All cases 714 3 45 47 12 142 82 St 935 15 32 36 13 103 35 25 
Sterilisation cases 9 - 1 1 - a - - 2 - Ke) £ - - 1 - 





* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 
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England and Wales, hospital regions 1972 
TABLE 16D. Legally induced abortions by hospital region of operation, 
type of premises and hospital region of residence Cases resident in England and Wales 





Hospital region of residence 












































d a a a 
p » - oo 
cl aA cal cal 
a a ca ca 
fe] ° ° ° 
a a fon Q Q 
Hospital region he y 5 g a 
of operation a 7 2 + = “ 
= § = = = = i 
q ° vad Pek on @ | 3 % & an he a 
2 | 3 S| HOA rate [row |osiths oerBe forge | ogg | 2 |e | 3 
a 3 a “4 a cS | P| o & “a a 2 fe 
et O° 3 Ca » rr) p ve) p n (e) p S (3) oO 
2 ethe Phe, foe || 8s | 8 8 | 8 F 3 hie Ga eS 
i] ; H na g a a n n = ° a a = a 
England and Wales 
NHS 3,954 | 2,150 4,300 5,663 4,403 1,881 2,130 | 4,379 
Non NHS 3,918 889 4,220 3,203 6,795 | 1,662 a7L0) 1 525 951 
Newcastle 
NHS a - dL 
Non NHS = = 5 
Leeds 
NHS = = = 
Non NHS = = 72 
Sheffield 
NHS - - a 2 - 
Non NHS 2 aL 10 - 6 
East Anglian 
NHS 25 1 2 2 18 
Non NHS 38 - - 2 2 
North West Metropolitan 
NHS 103 18 137 14 53 3 
Non NHS 1,528 713 | 2,920 396 461 279 
North East Metropolitan 
NHS oy i22 20 ex | FE 1 
Non NHS 2,268 655 2,368 421 369 161 
South East Metropolitan 
NHS 21 4,527 84 1 5 
Non NHS 277 1,786 1,220 563 438 268 
South West Metropolitan 
NHS 5 21 2,088 12 2 
Non NHS 75 27 143 20 24 
Wessex 
NHS - 5 22 1,788 13 
Non NHS 11 10 68 181 16 
Oxford 
NHS - - 10 16 | 1,970 
Non NHS - 1 - 2 187 
South Western 
NHS 1 sl 2 21 40 4,312 
Non NHS 1 - : 10 55 1,047 
Welsh 
NHS = 1 1 
Non NHS = = re 
Birmingham 
NHS 1 - 2 1 7 
Non NHS 19 9 62 66 134 149 
Manchester 
NHS - af 
Non NHS = = - = 
Liverpool 
NHS = - 1 = + 
Non NHS pt z 3 1 18 
London Teaching 
Hospitals 
NHS 424] 1,070] 2,035 22 19 
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England and Wales, standard regions, Wales, conurbations, 
Urban and rural aggregates, hospital regions, 
TABLE 17, Legally induced abortions by marital status, age and Selected administrative areas, 1972 

hospital region of operation, by area of usual residence Cases resident in England and Wales 


Hospital region of operation 
Marital status Age 


Area of usual residence Total Home } Home region Other region 


Single | Married Others | Under | 16-19 45 and] Not NHS NHS — 
16 over | stated} Hospita Hospital 


ENGLAND AND WALES 63,780 | 17,832 52,853 | 17,133 4,008 | 34,571 


Standard regions: 








North 5,218 1,198 24 5,202 73 62 558 
Yorkshire and Humberside 4,058 1,541 42 3,912 401 238 3,174 
North West 6,825 2,098 63 6,519 a i ty 310 Sfir2 
East Midlands 3,189 1,091 33 2,319 551 166 2,797 
West Midlands 6,348 1,926 46 27479. 4,275 97 4,635 
East Anglia 1,557 513 13 1,953 248 74 604 
South East 351,635 7,186 189 21,924 9,202 2,817 | 16,427 
South West 3,970 1,303 30 4,787 1,106 141 1,243 
Wales 2,982 976 34 3,758 ~ 103 1,361 
Conurbations: 
Tyneside 1,015 355 7 1,644 = 2 128 
West Yorkshire 1,504 573 8 900 12 59 1,867 
South East Lancashire 2,637 776 21 2,964 50 36 1,469 
Merseyside 1,367 374 14 999 798 6 532 
West Midlands 3,382 905 22 764 2,666 7 2,548 
Greater London 20,324 Sloe 97 21,882 6,009 2,206 | 10,179 
Urban and rural aggregates: 
Conurbations ; - LECL04 n j 30,209) 6,715 169 ES: Be 4 95535 2,516 | 16,725 
Areas outside conurbations: 
Urban areas with populations 
of 100,000 and over 8,000 2,210 64 75757 1,964 83 4,179 
Urban areas with populations 
of 50,000 and under 100,000 5,875 oes 50 5, 762 1,452 185 3,024 
Urban areas with populations H 
under 50,000 10,958 3,820 91 42'511 2,070 699 5,915 
Rural districts 8,718 3,363 100 8,702 ayeae 128 4,730 
Hospital regions; 
Newcastle 3,028 1,142 24 5,003 47 19 480 
Leeds 2,685 1,011 21 2yi6e i25 231 pee) 
Sheffield 4,260 iySee 46 Sait ta 850 183 3,068 
East Anglian 1,644 $39 14 2,057 256 93 633 
North West Metropolitan 10,595 2,148 61 6,312 4,691 973 4,073 
North East Metropolitan 5,044 1,388 $5 5,968 2,268 332 = et ey 
South East Metropolitan Seve 1,332 37 5,506 1,786 157 1,417 
South West Metropolitan 7,527 1,355 33 3,215 143 1,188 6,652 
Wessex 1,962 583 13 1,788 181 93 1,481 
Oxford 2,108 700 18 1,970 187 160 1,523 
South Western 3,455 pO 29 4,312 1,047 67 904 
Welsh 2,982 976 34 3,758 a 103 1,361 
Birmingham 6,348 1,926 46 2,479 4,275 97 4,635 
Manchester 4,569 1,420 39 4,793 66 249 2,860 
Liverpool 2,288 685 24 L759 1,282 63 933 
County and London Boroughs 
administrative county: 
Bedfordshire 
Luton C.B. 229 75 1 240 60 4 88 
Administrative county 398 141 4 499 66 57 113 
Berkshire 
Reading C.B. eo 60 4 182 8 13 207 
Administrative county 539 183 4 476 138 44 282 
Buckinghamshire 
Administrative county 643 259 3 537 153 53 491 
Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely 
Administrative county 444 104 ie 617 86 5 65 
Cambridge M.B. 230 33 1 283 52 3 37 
Cheshire 
Birkenhead C.B. 120 39 1 7% 85 = 52 
Stockport C.B. 141 47 = 143: 13 1 133 
Administrative county 967 383 11 819 207 173 659 
Cornwall 
Administrative county 299 107 4 369 58 4 129 
Cumberland 
Administrative county 160 70 = 234 - 2 76 
Derbyshire 
Derby C.B. 278 107 2 225 36 ai 232 
Administrative county Sar 197 6 446 82 16 403 
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Area of usual residence 


Devon 
Plymouth C.B. 
Torbay C.B. 
Administrative county 


Dorset 
Administrative county 
Poole M.B. 


Durham 
Sunderland C.B. 
Administrative county 


Essex 
Southend-on-Sea C.B. 
Administrative county 
Basildon U.D. 
Thurrock U.D. 


Gloucestershire 
Bristol C.B. 
Administrative county 


Greater London Council Area 
Barking L.B. 
Barnet L.B. 
Bexley L.B. 
Brent L.B. 
Bromley L.B. 


Camden L.B. 
Croydon L.B. 
Ealing L.B. 
Enfield L.B. 
Greenwich L.B. 


Hackney L.B. 
Hammersmith L.B. 
Haringey L.B. 
Harrow L.B. 
Havering L.B. 


Hillingdon L.B. 

Hounslow L.B. 

Islington L.B. 

Kensington and Chelsea L.B. 
Kingston upon Thames L.B. 


Lambeth L.B. 
Lewisham L.B. 
Merton L.B. 
Newham L.B. 
Redbridge L.B. 


Richmond upon Thames L.B. 
Southwark L.B. 

Sutton L.B. 

Tower Hamlets L.B. 
Waltham Forest L.B. 


Wandsworth L.B. 
Westminster,City of and 
City of London 


Hampshire 
Bournemouth C.B. 
Portsmouth C.B. 
Southampton C.B. 
Administrative county 
Havant and Waterloo U.D. 


Herefordshire 
Administrative county 


Hertfordshire 
Administrative county 


Huntingdon and Peterborough 
Administrative county 


Kent 
Administrative county 














TABLE 17 - continued 


Marital status 
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16-19 


416 


99 


587 





20-34 


1,068 


221 


1,582 
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Hospital region of operation 


Home region 


Other region 





767 


317 


1,925 














392 





NHS 
Hospital 


28 


111 


26 











37 


Non 
NHS 


376 


663 


50 


414 


TABLE 17 - continued 


Hospital region of operation 
Marital status 
Area of usual residence Total Home } Hone reston | Other region 
Single |Married| Others | Under | 16-19 35-44 | 45 and} Not NHS ce 
16 over | stated] Hospita marty 











Lancashire 

Blackburn C.B. 2 39 

Blackpool C.B. 6 240 

Bolton C.B. a 77 

Liverpool C.B. = 268 

Manchester C.B. 12 515 

Oldham C.B. i 27 

St. Helens C.B. >] 32 

Salford C.B. 1 69 

Administrative county 93 1,098 
Leicestershire 

Leicester C.B. 501 

Administrative county 532 
Lincolnshire (Parts of Holland) 

Administrative county 34 
Lincolnshire (Parts of Kesteven) 

Administrative county 80 
Lincolnshire (Parts of Lindsey) 

Administrative county 104 
Norfolk 

Norwich C.B. 114 

Administrative county 161 
Northamptonshire 

Northampton C.B. 108 

Administrative county 235 
Northumberland 

Newcastle upon Tyne C.B. 43 

Administrative county 85 
Nottinghamshire 

Nottingham C.B. 276 

Administrative county 388 
Oxfordshire 

Oxford C.B. 75 

Administrative county 137 
Shropshire 

Administrative county 222 
Somerset 

Administrative county i221 
Staffordshire 

Dudley C.B. 161 

Stoke on Trent C.B. 81 

Walsall C.B. 172 

West Bromwich C.B. 140 

Wolverhampton C.B. 337 

Administrative county 529 
Suffolk, East 

Ipswich C.B. 55 

Administrative county 81 
Suffolk, West 

Administrative county 38 
Surrey 

Administrative county 1,126 
Sussex, East 

Brighton C.B. 18 

Administrative county 78 
Sussex, West 

Administrative county 617 
Warwickshire 

Birmingham C.B. 1,287 

Coventry C.B. 438 

Solihull C.B. 61 

Administrative county 535 

Meriden R.D. 107 
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Area of usual residence 


Wight, Isle of 
Administrative county 


Wiltshire 
Administrative county 


Worcestershire 
Warley C.B. 
Administrative county 


Yorkshire, East Riding 
Kingston upon Hull C.B. 
Administrative county 


Yorkshire, North Riding 
Teesside C.B. 
Administrative county 


Yorkshire, West Riding 
Bradford C.B. 
Huddersfield C.B. 
Leeds C.B. 

Sheffield C.B. 
York C.B. 
Administrative county 


Caernarvonshire 
Administrative county 


Carmarthenshire 
Administrative county 


Denbighshire 
Administrative county 


Flintshire 
Administrative county 


Glamorgan 
Cardiff C.B. 
Swansea C.B. 
Administrative county 


Monmouthshire 
Newport C.B. 
Administrative county 


Total 





Marital status 


TABLE 17 - continued 
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Age 


Single | Married} Others | Under | 16-19 20-34 35-44 | 45 and 
16 over 





Hospital region of operation 





Home region 


stated] Hospital 


Other region 














NHS Non 
Hospital NHS 
1 118 
37 221 
1 127 
25 281 
2 66 

7 47 

2 49 
45 7 
6 327 
11 179 
7 677 

5 328 

- 142 
166 979 
4 T25 

2 22 
16 131 
23 169 
4 245 
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England and Wales, 1972 
TABLE 22, Deaths following legally induced abortions by age, 
period of gestation and method of termination Cases resident in England and Wales 


1 
1 
1 
ak 
i 
On certification of cause of death see page viii. 


Numbers in brackets indicate that sterilisation was also performed in these cases. 
There was also 1 death of a non-resident woman. 






Gestation 
weeks* 

















Under 9 weeks 





Abdominal (Hysterotomy 
Hysterectomy 







Vaginal Vacuum aspiration 
Other methods 








9 to 12 weeks Abdominal (Hysterotomy 


(Hysterectomy 





Vaginal (Vacuum aspiration 
(Other methods 







13 to 16 weeks | Abdominal (Hysterotomy 


(Hysterectomy 







Vaginal Vacuum aspiration 
Other methods 










17 weeks and Abdominal (Hysterotomy 








over (Hysterectomy 
Vaginal (Vacuum aspiration 
(Other methods 
Not stated Abdominal (Hysterotomy 






(Hysterectomy 










Vaginal (Vacuum aspiration 


(Other methods 







* For definition of gestation weeks see page vi. 
t Included here are 2 deaths occurring in 1972 and notified in 1973. 
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